FIRE/CRIME PREVENTION STRESSED AT SMW CRIME WATCH MEETING 

  

     You replaced the batteries in your smoke detectors when you set your clocks ahead this spring. So that means they should work ok until you replace them again in the fall, right? Maybe not, according to Michael Brennan of the Citrus County Fire Safety Office. Brennan, speaking at the Sugarmill Woods Crime Watch meeting, said that smoke detectors are usually only good for ten years. Once they reach that age they are not very reliable, no matter how many times you change the battery, and should be replaced. Brennan said his office is available to help residents change smoke detector batteries in their homes if needed. Brennan also talked about the use of fire extinguishers, both in the home and in vehicles. He offered to set up a class at the Fire Training Center in the proper use of fire extinguishers if the group is interested. 

     At the November 13th Crime Watch meeting, Deputy Russell Brown presented the latest information on crime prevention and identity theft. Brown said that there are 1000 identity thefts occurring per hour every day in the US. He said one of the latest tactics is to call a resident and pretend to be a law enforcement official. The caller tells the person there is a warrant for his arrest, usually for failure to report for jury duty. The person denies ever receiving a summons for jury duty, whereupon the caller says he may have made a mistake but needs the person’s date of birth and social security number to verify if a mistake has occurred. All too often the person gladly supplies this information to the "official" only to find months later, when the credit card bills roll in, that he was a victim of identity theft. 

     Burglary is a crime of "desire and opportunity", said Brown, and we are often our own worse enemy. In Citrus County, residential burglaries have risen 3.7%, since January, while commercial burglaries have gone up 33% and theft of conveyances has increased by 35%. Calling it a case of "lock it or lose it" Brown said in 70% of the car thefts reported, the vehicle was unlocked or was left with the keys in it. He also cautioned that during the holidays, gifts should be locked in the trunk where they are not visible to prying eyes. 

     As for Sugarmill Woods statistics, Brown said there have been 11 residential burglaries since January 1st. Of. that, five were homes that were unlocked and four were houses under construction. There were three vehicle burglaries - all unlocked. 

     Noting that not only snowbirds are coming south for the winter, Brown said to be wary of door to door solicitors or people asking to use your phone or bathroom. They could be casing your house. 

     At the December 11th Sugarmill Woods Crime Watch meeting, Detective John Seffern discussed crimes against children. 

